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June 28, 2021 
 
The Honorable Harry Rilling 
Mayor, City of Norwalk  
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT  06851 
 
Norwalk Common Council 
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT  06851 
 
Dr. Alexandra Estrella 
Superintendent, Norwalk Public Schools 
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT  06851  
 
Members, Board of Education 
125 East Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06851 
 
Dear Mayor Rilling, distinguished members of the Common Council, Superintendent Estrella 
and distinguished Members of the Board of Education: 
 
We are writing to you with regards to the state budget and the implementer bill which recently 
passed the legislature. We are proud to say that Norwalk has done very well this year in the 
biennial state budget.  
 
Direct municipal aid to Norwalk has increased by over 29% in FY 22 and 33% in FY 23 from 
FY 21. This is an increase of $5,111,709 in FY 22 and $5,700,345 in FY 23.  
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The Education Cost Sharing Formula (ECS) accounted for $588,351 in FY 2022 and $1,176,702 
in FY 2023 of the total increase. The bill maintains the phase in for growing communities, such 
as Norwalk, and builds on the revised ECS Formula passed four years ago by increasing the 
weight for low-income students and English Language Learners from 15% to 25%. Additionally, 
priority school districts received an increase in funding in the budget, thought the total increase 
to Norwalk is unknown at this time. 
 
Programs in Norwalk and that benefit Norwalk residents also did well in the state budget: 

• Cranbury Elementary School: $10,125,000 school construction grant 
• Naramake Elementary School: $1,127,500 school construction grant 
• Norwalk Symphony: $50,000 for each year of the biennium 
• Norwalk High School Robotics Club: $10,000 for each year of the biennium 
• SAVE: $100,000 for each year of the biennium 
• Norwalk Maritime Aquarium: $500,000 for each year of the biennium  
• Person-to-Person: $300,000 for each year of the biennium 
• Open Choice Pilot Program for up to 50 Norwalk students per year to attend a school in 

either Darien, New Canaan, Wilton, Weston or Westport through their high school 
graduation 

• Cradle to Career: $100,000 for each year of the biennium 
• Stepping Stones Museum for Children: $30,863 for each year of the biennium 
• Connecticut Writing Project: $100,000 for each year of the biennium  
• Women's Business Development Council: $450,000 for each year of the biennium 
• Child First Funding: $5,100,000 for each year of the biennium 

 
We think you will agree with us that these state dollars can be transformative. 
 
State funding for local public health departments has increased in this budget over 63% from 
current levels. The pandemic has shown us how important a well-funded health department is, 
and we are blessed with the best local health department in the state. It is only right that they 
receive enough resources to do their job. 
 
The Open Choice Pilot Program will create opportunities for Norwalk students while also 
alleviating the burden of overcrowding in our schools. The Robotics Club in Norwalk High 
School prepares our children for the 21st century STEM economy. 
 
The Right to Read was also passed in the Budget Implementer. This takes a reading model, that 
we use in Norwalk to great success, and brings it statewide. The bill establishes the Center for 
Literacy Research and Reading Success within the Connecticut State Department of Education to 
coordinate reading education statewide.  
 
 
 



Letter to Norwalk Officials, Page 3 
 

Senate Bill 1037, which expanded the Bottle Bill statutes in Connecticut, will create a new five 
cent deposit on "nips." The revenue from these deposits made in Norwalk will go directly to the 
City. This money can be used to help clean up the environment and for programs that benefit the 
environment in Norwalk. Based on 2020 sales of "nips" made in our City, it is anticipated that 
this bill will bring in approximately $58,000 per year. 
 
Additional legislation passed will establish a highway use fee for tractor trailers and other large 
trucks. The revenue for this will be used to fund projects such as the Routes 7 and 15 interchange 
and improvements to I-95 between New Haven and the New York line to ease congestion. This 
benefits all of Connecticut, but especially Norwalk residents.  
 
Lastly, Senate Bill 1201, which was recently signed, allows the sale of marijuana in Connecticut 
and will bring in additional revenue to the City, should you choose to allow the sale of it in 
Norwalk. 
 
We thank you for your input during this historic session that provides record amounts of funding 
to our municipalities, our schools and non-profits and look forward to working with you in the 
future. 
 
Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or if you would like more 
information about the items listed here. 

Sincerely, 

       
Bob Duff        Chris Perone 
Senate Majority Leader      137th House District 
 

          
Travis Simms        Lucy Dathan 
140th House District       142nd House District 
 

 
Stephanie Thomas 
143rd House District 


