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investing in Small Businesses

Earlier this year | had the opportunity to tour Test Logic’s manufacturing facilities in Middletown and talk with its
_ President Rod Gwillam (above). Test Logic builds systems for the aerospace industry to test various engine and
FSC ety ™ transmission components. In the last two years, 66 percent of Test Logic’s sales have been to overseas countries like
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Please share or recycle when England, Germany, France, Japan, Australia, Turkey and Ethiopia. A new state law passed by the legislature this year
puts more focus on the value of Connecticut’s manufacturing exports.

done with this mailer.

Revitalizing Downtown Meriden

| worked alongside state and local officials to secure state financing to renovate Meriden’s Hub
site. Renovations will relieve downtown flooding, increase economic activity and create the first
downtown town green in Meriden’s history. This Hub development will be a powerful force to
drive our economy forward and create jobs for local residents. The site is now the focus of a
multi-million dollar redevelopment effort. Once completed, the project will have uncovered the

now-buried Harbor Brook, created a transportation center focusing on rail and bus service, and
built over 150,000 square feet of office and retail space.
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Expanding Access to
Early Childhood Education

The greatest tool for economic success is a good education. That is why |

have been working for years to improve access to full-day Kindergarten for
Meriden’s children. This year | was happy to tour Hanover Elementary School’s
new wing which will accommodate their full-day Kindergarten program.

www.SenatorBartolomeo.cga.ct.gov
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LCommitted to Economic Recovery

At the beginning of the global economic recession, Connecticut economists predicted a very slow recovery. That’s why | am working with Democrats and Republicans to
launch and expand programs to help thousands of small and medium-size businesses. For example, the STEP-Up and Small Business Express programs—which so far have
assisted nearly 850 firms to create or preserve almost 12,000 jobs—offer job-training support for veterans and the unemployed and low-interest loans and state grants for

small businesses.

These programs have helped to create good-paying jobs in our
community, but there is more work to do.

Resources to Grow Jobs

> Job Expansion Tax Credits for small businesses: www.decd.org

> Small Business Express to get funding for your small business:
tinyurl.com/SmallBizXpress, or contact Michelle Peters at
860-270-8052 or Michelle.Peters@ct.gov.

> STEP-Up (Subsidized Training & Employment Programs) provides
worker training subsidies for small businesses and small manufacturers:
www.stepct.com

> Connecticut Reemployment Portal if you have recently lost a job and
are looking for work: www1.ctdol.state.ct.us/CTReP

> Job & Career ConneCTion for details on job and training programs:
www.ctjobandcareer.org

To learn more about job growth in Connecticut, visit:
www.senatedems.ct.gov/Growjobs

Children's Mental Health

Following the Newtown tragedy, Democrats and Republicans came together to
improve Connecticut’s mental health-care system, with a particular focus on the
well-being of children.

As Co-Chair of the General Assembly’s Committee on Children, I put forward a

bill designed to overhaul mental health services for children in Connecticut. The

new law received unanimous support, and implements a strong, comprehensive,
integrated system of care. It identifies strategies for reducing the long-term negative
impact of mental, emotional and behavioral health issues on children. The law also
facilitates a professional development training program to ensure pediatricians

and child care providers are properly equipped to handle mental health issues. It
promotes prevention, early identification and intervention, and ensures access to
developmentally appropriate services to help treat children earlier. (PA 13-178)

Support for
Local Businesses

Locally, many businesses in the communities | represent are
utilizing important programs like STEP-Up and Small Business Express
to preserve and create jobs.

Pegasus Manufacturing - ID Mail Systems « Cheshire Fitness Zone
Wepco Plastics « Test Logic « CT Carpentry Group « Syssa Aircraft
The Rockfall Company « Synergy Home Health « CK Greenhouses
Industrial Heater Corporation < BNR Motors
Pediatric Associates of Cheshire « and more

Stamping Out Price Gouging

In light of recent severe hurricanes and historic snowstorms that have battered
Connecticut, members of the public have been vulnerable to price gouging by shady
service providers for snow removal, flood abatement, roof raking and lodging. That

is why we expanded consumer protections by prohibiting price gouging for services
that are essential for the health, safety and welfare of consumers in the aftermath of
severe storms. This will be a deterrent to exploitative business owners and will protect
consumers from predatory practices.

For more information about how to report price gougers, contact the Department of
Consumer Protection at 860-713-6300 or visit www.ct.gov/dcp.
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