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Senator Steve Cassano’s

MDC

ISSUE UPDATE
b N LI

Discussing the MDC surcharges with Glastonbury resident Judy Walters.

that I received from Glastonbury

residents about the Metropolitan
District Commission’s (MDC) new
surcharges on their water bills, | engaged
in months of hard work, debate and
negotiations with MDC non-member towns
like Glastonbury and South Windsor, town
officials, MDC officials, attorneys and the
House of Representatives.

I'm proud to say that a bill which
significantly changes the way the MDC
charges non-member towns—and could
save the average non-member MDC
homeowner more than $250 a year on
their water bill—has passed the House
and Senate on an overwhelmingly
bipartisan basis and was signed into law
on June 13, 2014.

Following hundreds of complaints

Glastonbury residents were demanding
three things: representation on the
MDC board, fairness in pricing, and
transparency. This bill provides all three.

This new bill (outlined below) is significantly different from the one
that emerged from the Planning and Development Committee back
in March. | objected to that bill, but allowed it to go forward so that
we could debate and amend it. If we had killed the bill at that time
we would not have been able to move it to the next step.

= The MDC must charge ‘uniform” water use rates and customer
service charges. Any nonmember town ‘surcharge” that the
MDC imposes cannot be greater than the customer service
charge. Non-member towns have been paying a monthly MDC
‘general surcharge’ for over 20 years. Today, the cost is
aproximately $106 a quarter, or $424 a year. New, non-
member towns cannot be charged any additional surcharge
higher than the customer service charge, which is currently
$40.44 a quarter, or $161.76 a year. The difference is a savings
to non-member town customers of about $263 a year.

= The MDC must post its current budget on its website in “a
conspicuous location.”

m After October 1, Glastonbury, South Windsor, East Granby
and Farmington may all appoint one ex-officio (non-voting)
member to the MDC Board of Commissioners.

= Bonds that the MDC issues for facility upgrades can be paid
back over 30 years instead of 25 years.
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